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Shaping The Columbus Bike Plan
5/30/10
"There are no prices attached yet to the 12 ideas packed into
Columbus' proposed new Downtown plan. And there really
aren't plans in the plan, either, its author insists. "Ideas are
not proposals," said Keith Myers of MSI Design, the company
hired to shape the document that will guide Downtown
development efforts for the next 10 years.

"The new plan comes with no firm timetables, either, but that
hasn't stopped city leaders and Downtown development
officials from creating their own lists of priorities. The plan
won't be official until it's approved by the Downtown
Commission, which will consider it in June, and then the City
Council.

"Based on interviews with Mayor Michael B. Coleman and a
half-dozen others - people who helped shape the plan or who
will help make its ideas a reality - here's a possible ranking of
items on the emerging to-do list: ... Read more...

More Details On Porposed Towpath Route Through
Harshaw Site

Michael Scott, who penned a previous article on this subject,
provides more details on the complexities of the proposed
route. Read more...

Morgana Run Greenway Expansion Project
5/27/10
"The project implements one piece of the Vacant Land
Reutilization Plan for Slavic Village, which was developed by
Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative (CUDC). The project
calls for an extension of the Morgana Run Trail using existing
City Land Bank lots. The goals include providing a wider swath
of greenway parkland into the Model Block, while
simultaneously decreasing the City’s carbon footprint involved
with vacant lot maintenance." Read more...

31 New National Recreational Trails Designated

"Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar today announced the
designation of 31 trails in 15 states as national recreation
trails, adding more than 716 miles of trails to the National
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Trails System. The announcement comes in anticipation of
National Trails Day on June 5, when trail dedications and
other activities will take place at new and existing trails.

"From coast to coast, the National Trails System helps
connect American families with the wonders of the great
outdoors," said Salazar. "These new national recreation trails,
built through partnerships with local communities and
stakeholders, will create new opportunities for fitness and
stewardship while creating a lasting legacy for our children
and grandchildren." Read more....

Report Says Trail Dispute Settled
5/25/10
"There has been a sudden change in the dispute over
ownership of a portion of the Great Guernsey Trail.

"Judge David Ellwood of the Guernsey County Common Pleas
Court ruled earlier this month that a section of the trail was
not the property of the Community Development Corporation,
but became the property of a private landowner when the CSX
Railroad pulled up its rails around 1994.

"Now, the C-D-C and the property owner have reached a
settlement, with the property being sold to the C-D-C for an
undisclosed price.

"There are no other deeds in question regarding the new
section of the trail, which runs from East Cambridge to Lore
City."

A related article that provides more details can be found here.

Source: publicbroadcasting.net

Developers Plan 'Bicycle City'
5/25/10
"Soon there will be a subdivision where your car is not
welcome. Developers plan to build a bicycles-only community
in Lexington County, near Gaston [South Carolina]. Those
developers — from Ohio and the Lowcountry — think their
Bicycle City will be the first subdivision of its kind in the
nation.

"It will have no asphalt. It will have miles of trails and ponds
for boating. It will have eco-friendly homes. And residents
and their visitors will have to park their cars outside the
community and bike — or walk — to their homes.

"Developers have spent nearly $1 million to buy 140 acres
about 15 miles south of Columbia, according to land records.
They also have hired community designer Ozzie Nagler,
planner of Harbison and the Three Rivers Greenway.

"It could become an eco-tourism destination,” said Joe
Mellett, a Cincinnati-based Internet marketer and one of the
developers. Mellet and one of his co-developers will present
their concept to Lexington County Council at a meeting
tonight." Read more...

Trails
Join Coca-Cola in
promoting active
lifestyles in your
community!
LivePositively.com/JoinUs
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"The dispute between South Fork Road residents and the
foundation reached a boiling point on July 30, 2008, when
residents staged a sit-in on the proposed path as Shelly Co.
paving equipment moved within a quarter-mile of the
protesters, crossing East Irving Wick Drive in Heath.

"The project has been halted ever since. It is not known when
construction might resume." Read more...

Cleveland Mayor Inspired By Chicago Bike Culture
5/6/10
"Back in 2002, Cleveland Mayor Jane Campbell went to
Chicago and was blown away by a thriving bike culture and a
massive, well-organized bike advocacy group there. Mayor
Jane decided it was time for Cleveland to get serious about
cycling and walking as part of a healthy transportation
system, and asked her planning director Chris Ronayne to
form an advisory committee.

"The committee's purpose would be to establish citywide
policies for bicycle and pedestrian-related improvements—
and to recommend and review projects that advance those
policies—while ensuring that community concerns and ideas
are incorporated into the process. In addition, the committee
was asked to help craft the bicycle- and pedestrian-related
elements of Cleveland's new comprehensive plan."

"Last week, the mayor’s bike/ped committee met for the first
time since August 2008 to review the progress being – and
still to be – made in Cleveland.

"Since Campbell’s time, the bike community has organized
the annual Cleveland Bike Week – a chance to bike commute
with a group and to celebrate cycling at a bunch of events.
Cleveland Bike Week 2010 starts May 15 and rolls to the
23rd, with the official Bike to Work Day on May 21. RTA is
making it a multi-modal day offering a free pass to anyone
who arrives by bike to the train or bus. The area’s big three –
ClevelandBikes, Ohio City Bike Co-Op and Walk + Roll – and
‘the bike community’ will provide breakfast downtown and an
after work party on E. 4th for those biking to work. Go here
for more details." Read more...

Regional Trail Link Envisioned Along Ohio River
5/6/10
"...I rode the Montour Trail frequently, and I rode the trails in
Ohio, and I had been thinking that we ought to connect the
two," Dr. Troia said.

"As planned, the trail would trace the riverfront from the
Montour's trail head in Robinson through Coraopolis, Moon,
Crescent, South Heights, Hopewell and Aliquippa to Monaca.
It would cross the Rochester-Monaca bridge, go north along
the Beaver River through Rochester Township in New
Brighton, cross the historic Fallston Bridge and go down the
far bank of the Beaver through Fallston, Bridgewater and
Beaver. It would then follow the north bank of the Ohio
through Vanport, Industry, Midland, Ohioville and Glasgow.

http://www.newarkadvocate.com/article/20100506/NEWS01/5060330
http://www.clevelandbicycleweek.org/
http://www.gcbl.org/blog/marc-lefkowitz/cleveland-mayors-bike-pedestrian-advisory-committee-meets-city-hall
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"The council has gotten supportive resolutions from most of
the municipalities involved and has the support of the Beaver
County Planning Commission. A grant from the state
Department of Community and Natural Resources helped fund
a feasibility study of the southern part of the trail - from the
Montour Trail through Monaca.

"That study is about two-thirds done, and the council is
applying for a grant to study the rest. The involved
communities also contributed toward the study, as did private
individuals." Read more...

Driver Jailed For Running Down Cyclist

"A 67-year-old Naperville woman who ran down a teenage
bicyclist last summer in the [Chicago's] downtown and then
drove home with the bike impaled on her car has been
sentenced to jail.

"Mary A. Rehm, of the 500 block of East Bauer Road in the
Maple Terrace neighborhood, will begin serving her sentence
May 10 in DuPage County Jail in Wheaton, according to
records on file in DuPage County Circuit Court. Rehm pleaded
guilty to a felony charge of aggravated battery in a public
place. That followed an agreement between her lawyer and
prosecutors from the DuPage County state's attorney's office.

"...A 17-year-old youth from Lisle told police he and a friend
were riding their bikes about 4:16 p.m. that day near the
intersection of Jefferson Avenue and Washington Street. They
were in the northbound lane of Washington Street and trying
to turn west onto Jefferson Avenue, police said last year.

"The teen that evening told The Sun how he suddenly found a
car behind him with a woman -- later identified as Rehm --
angrily honking her horn at him.

"Then the lady floored it -- intentionally floored it -- and I
jumped off the bike and she hit it," the teen said. He was not
injured." Read more...

Wheelchairs Plunge Into Canal From Bike Trail

"Authorities say two children were rescued after their
wheelchairs rolled into a canal in western Ohio during a class
field trip. Authorities say the wheelchairs rolled off a bike path
in Piqua Friday and down an 8-foot embankment, tossing the
children into the canal.

"Piqua police Lt. Jason Preston says a boy and girl were taken
evaluated at a hospital but didn't appear to have any serious
injuries. Preston says the children, whose names weren't
released, were 11 or 12 years old.

"People were holding the children's heads above water when
emergency crews arrived about 11 a.m.

"Authorities aren't sure what caused the wheelchairs to
plunge into the canal."

Source: nbc4i.com

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10126/1055757-57.stm
http://www.suntimes.com/news/24-7/2223936,6_1_NA02_REHM_S1-100502.article
http://www2.nbc4i.com/news/2010/apr/30/2-children-wheelchairs-rescued-ohio-canal-ar-64733/
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